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Mention the McBride name to any rural Australian and one of the first things they will instantly 

associate it with is wool. 

Now, more than 100 years after the pastoral powerhouse AJ & PA McBride was formed by Albert 

and Louisa McBride with their eldest son Philip, the family association with wool shows no signs of 

letting up. 

Kate McBride is a fifth-generation farmer and wool producer. She was born and raised on Tolarno 

Station, a 200,000-hectare property in far-west New South Wales, which was originally purchased by 

Albert McBride in 1949 and is now owned privately by Kate’s father Rob and his wife Katharine.  

Wool is the dominant enterprise at Tolarno, where the McBrides run a large self-replacing Merino 

flock. 

After attending school in Adelaide, Kate returned home to Tolarno in 2016 where she “fell back in 

love with agriculture.”  

“We’re entering a really interesting time when it comes to ag,” she says.  

“There are a lot of young people, particularly young women, coming through the ranks, and one of 

the things that is important to me is highlighting and showcasing that.  

“Because of them, I think agriculture has a bright future. 

“I come from a long line of farmers but there are very few women involved. I want to be a 

changemaker as I believe it’s the best time in history to be a woman working in agriculture.” 

Kate’s passion for wool and for rural Australia more broadly is evident. She has been featured on 

national television and radio speaking about drought and other rural issues.  

“Wool is such a beautifully soft fibre which has come so far over the years,” she says. 

“I think there is a real opportunity to showcase that as well as wool’s environmental credentials, 

including the fact that it stores carbon and is biodegradable.” 

This year, she is combining her passions for wool and young people in agriculture to encourage the 

younger generation of farmers to get involved in the discussion about what levy they want to 

contribute on each bale of wool sold as part of her role as a WoolPoll 2021 Panel member.  

WoolPoll is held every three years to determine the levy woolgrowers pay on every bale of wool 

they sell. This levy funds the industry’s research, development and marketing activities, conducted 

by Australian Wool Innovation (AWI). 

“As woolgrowers, we are fortunate to have this opportunity to contribute and make sure our voice is 

heard as part of WoolPoll,” Kate says. 



 
“What is even more important to me is broadening the conversation about WoolPoll. It’s not about 

one person having the documents and lodging the vote, it’s about families or teams of people 

coming together and having the discussion to help our industry sets its direction. 

“Having those discussions will be even more important this year with the inclusion of the 

supplementary question, which will ask woolgrowers whether they think WoolPoll should be held 

every three years or every five years. 

“No matter the size of your flock, every vote counts.” 

Voting for WoolPoll 2021 opens on Monday 13 September and closes on Friday 5 November. Visit 

www.woolpoll.com.au for more information. 
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